CASE
A 62 year old female presents with abdominal pain and 3 days of constipation.

What are the findings on abdominal X-ray?
What imaging would you order next? And, what additional information would this imaging provide?
What complications of this condition would you be looking for radiologically?

IMAGES

ABDOMINAL X-RAY
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ANNOTATED IMAGES — BOWEL OBSTRUCTION

ABDOMINAL X-RAY — CASE (LARGE BOWEL OBSTRUCTION)
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ABDOMINAL X-RAY — SMALL BOWEL OBSTRUCTION

e AXRis only 50-60% Sn for SBO.
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CTA W/ CONTRAST — AXIAL

e (T in this setting usually confirms Dx, and identifies location of obstruction and aetiology (in
most cases)
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COMPLICATIONS
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F pregence of free gage under the hemidiaphragmg, indicates =

free gac in the peritoneal cavity outeide the bowel wall.
= requires erect CXR for investigation (gag rices w/
gtanding)
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